


INTERNET GOVERNANCE FORUM
. . _._. _% _g_wawd.’z._. _u== _._m ._.= IS VITALLY IMPORTANT. IT IS CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE WHO ARE AT THE FOREFRONT OF

= > < m = = = ” >< v_m____._m.___ﬂze____»:____:_zm NEW INTERNET TECHNOLOGIES, EMBRACING THEM IN A WAY THAT MANY ADULTS HAVE

>w==.— .—.=m zm.— wmn>=mm Em In the build up to the IGF 2009, Childnet has been running the Youth IGF Project. Since June
2009 we have spoken to over 1550 children and young people throughout the UK about their
=”m —ﬁ ﬁ=m g = ”ﬁ >z= online experiences, what they think their online rights are, and what their wishes for the future
of the Internet are, alongside encouraging them to think about their behaviour and attitudes to
m safety and their use of the Internet.
= g m ﬁ — g m m = z = E g = =m We have talked about openness, access, security and diversity — explaining these concepts to
— young people and listening to how they are relevant to their lives. We have talked about Internet
>===~ —ﬂ ﬁ=>= >==Fﬁw ==- rights as a key theme during conversations, and discussed their online responsibilites
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alongside this.

. . We have encountered a range of responses and opinions, but have been struck by the
overwhelming positivity from young people about being asked their opinions on a process that
will affect their future and their future use of technology.

oM fonder

Will Gardner
CEO, Childnet International

WHO WE SPOKE T0:

We spoke with 1073 secondary school pupils and 495 primary school pupils throughout the UK visiting schools in the

Channel Islands, Bristol, Devon, London, Surrey, Birmingham, Newcastle, Liverpool and Edinburgh. We spoke with a mix
of male and female pupils from different backgrounds, and in a mix of urban, suburban and rural settings. We asked them
all the same basic questions, following up with more questions relevant to their answers.

WHAT STOPS PEOPLE GOING ONLINE? WHAT Col
. WHAT COULD BE DONE T0 MAKE
WHAT WE LEARNI: S THE INTERNET SAFER?

We learnt that children and young people are Internet experts and have a lot to say on Internet Governance. We learnt
that the issues discussed at the IGF are important and relevant to the experiences of children and young people online,
but that they do not talk about openness, access, security and diversity in the same way that those at the IGF do. We

... that young people believe that they have a right to
access the Internet and yet there are various reasons WE HEARD:
why people don’t and can’t go online. The answers
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about being asked their opinions on this topic. We learnt young people need more support in thinking about what it means afford to aet online and some people don’t have qood
to be a digital citizen and in defining their responsibilities online. We learnt that children and young people don’t always oo::moz%: where thev live <<M m_mﬂ heard that m%Bm OO—(-—UC _lmo m<_Uo _Ulc_Um
make use of the safety tools that are provided for their use and these need to be communicated more clearly oY IV, . TO REMIND YOU IF YOUR PRIVACY

people are put off going online because of cyberbullies SETTINGS ARE WEAK 00
to them. . . .

and security fears. We listened to their awareness that

access is not the same for everyone in the world. ’. EVEN IF THERE IS SOMETHING

THAT COULD BE DONE TO MAKE IT SAFER,

| THINKIT'S UP TO YOU TO
MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE *

WE ASKED: STRONGER ADVERTISING
? (] )

HOW OPEN IS THE INTERNET? REGULATIONS g9

WE HEARD:

... that young people are frustrated with the things that block them online. They suggested that their schools should think
carefully about filtering as it gets in the way of their research for school projects. They expressed a desire to have the
freedom to go on what they want without being restricted and to not be judged on the websites that they visit.
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DOES THE INTERNET GIVE A GOOD IDEA OF WHAT OUR WORLD IS LIKE? WHAT DO WE HAVE THE RIGHT T0 DO
WE HEARD: ON THE INTERNET? ARD
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