
My wish for the future  
of the internet is 

everyone could 
Access the lnternet  
as it is a worldwide educational tool. 
ELisha – aged 15

lt ls lmportant for us to  

have our say  
about the net because we  
use lt the most and  
sometlmes know more  
about lt than adults do!

of young people  belleve they have the  rlght to be safe onllne
43% 

of young people  want access  to all websltes
34% of young people  thlnk that lack of  connectlon stops people golng onllne

30% 
of prlmary chlldren  do not thlnk the lnternet  glves a good ldea of what the world ls llke

32% 
What are your  

lnternet  
rlghts

Should anyone be 

ln charge  
of the lnternet

What do you  
do onllne  
that you can’t  

do offllne

My wish for the future  
of the internet is 

everyone has  
the rlght  
to go on what they want in any 
language, blind and deaf people. 
Jake – aged 12

My wish for the future  
of the internet is 

to have freedom  
to go on what we want without  
being restricted but still be safe  
on the Internet.  
Thomas – aged 12

My wish for the future  
of the internet is 

Faster  
downloadlng tlme  
and better web access.

… does lt stand  
for what  everyone belleves?

when 
you’re 
on the 
lnternet?

have the lnternet

Why do
SOME

chlldren
and others not?

on the lnternet?

My wish for the future  
of the internet is that

you know who 
ls talklng  
to you and that they are  
who they say they are 
Holly – aged 13

for the future of the lnternet?
What areYOUR wlshes

ls the lnternet

falr

What could 

companles do 

to make you 

feel safer

Should everyone be 
able to say (or do)

exactly what 
they want to

What prevents 

young 
people  
golng onllne
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Rlghts 
 W

e
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k

e
d

: 

What do we have the rlght to do  
on the lnternet?

 
 W
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:  
 					







The future 
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What are your wlshes for the future  
of the lnternet?
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In the b
uild

 up
 to the IG

F 2009, C
hild

net has b
een running the Youth IG

F P
roject. S

ince June 
2009 w

e have sp
oken to over 1550 child

ren and
 young p

eop
le throughout the U

K
 ab

out their 
online exp

eriences, w
hat they think their online rights are, and

 w
hat their w

ishes for the future 
of the Internet are, alongsid

e encouraging them
 to think ab

out their b
ehaviour and

 attitud
es to 

safety and
 their use of the Internet.  

  W
e have talked

 ab
out op

enness, access, security and
 d

iversity – exp
laining these concep

ts to 
young p

eop
le and

 listening to how
 they are relevant to their lives. W

e have talked
 ab

out Internet 
rights as a key them

e d
uring conversations, and

 d
iscussed

 their online resp
onsib

ilites  
alongsid

e this. 
 W

e have encountered
 a range of resp

onses and
 op

inions, b
ut have b

een struck b
y the 

overw
helm

ing p
ositivity from

 young p
eop

le ab
out b

eing asked
 their op

inions on a p
rocess that 

w
ill affect their future and

 their future use of technology.
lt 
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Who we spoke to: 
W

e sp
oke w

ith 1073 second
ary school p

up
ils and

 495 p
rim

ary school p
up

ils throughout the U
K

 visiting schools in the 
C

hannel Island
s, B

ristol, D
evon, Lond

on, S
urrey, B

irm
ingham

, N
ew

castle, Liverp
ool and

 E
d

inb
urgh. W

e sp
oke w

ith a m
ix 

of m
ale and

 fem
ale p

up
ils from

 d
ifferent b

ackground
s, and

 in a m
ix of urb

an, sub
urb

an and
 rural settings. W

e asked
 them

 
all the sam

e b
asic q

uestions, follow
ing up

 w
ith m

ore q
uestions relevant to their answ

ers. 
 What we learnt: 
W

e learnt that child
ren and

 young p
eop

le are Internet exp
erts and

 have a lot to say on Internet G
overnance. W

e learnt 
that the issues d

iscussed
 at the IG

F are im
p

ortant and
 relevant to the exp

eriences of child
ren and

 young p
eop

le online, 
b

ut that they d
o not talk ab

out op
enness, access, security and

 d
iversity in the sam

e w
ay that those at the IG

F d
o. W

e 
encountered

 a range of resp
onses and

 op
inions, and

 w
ere b

een struck b
y the overw

helm
ing p

ositivity from
 young p

eop
le 

ab
out b

eing asked
 their op

inions on this top
ic. W

e learnt young p
eop

le need
 m

ore sup
p

ort in thinking ab
out w

hat it m
eans 

to b
e a d

igital citizen and
 in d

efining their resp
onsib

ilities online. W
e learnt that child

ren and
 young p

eop
le d

on’t alw
ays 

m
ake use of the safety tools that are p

rovid
ed

 for their use and
 these need

 to b
e com

m
unicated

 m
ore clearly  

to them
.

  Openness
 

 W
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e

d
:  

how open ls the lnternet? 
 W

e
 h

e
a

r
d

: 
…

 that young p
eop

le are frustrated
 w

ith the things that b
lock them

 online. They suggested
 that their schools should

 think 
carefully ab

out filtering as it gets in the w
ay of their research for school p

rojects. They exp
ressed

 a d
esire to have the 

freed
om

 to go on w
hat they w

ant w
ithout b

eing restricted
 and

 to not b
e jud

ged
 on the w

eb
sites that they visit.
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Does the lnternet glve a good ldea of what our world ls llke? 
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To
 b

e ab
le to

 so
cialise freely 9%

P
rivacy o

f 
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ntent 48%

R
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ht to
  

b
e safe 43%
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eech 12%

O
ther 9%

N
o
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p
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Free m
usic 1%

O
p

en access to
  

all w
eb

sites 34%

Access 
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: 

What stops people golng onllne?
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…
 that young p
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le b

elieve that they have a right to  
access the Internet and

 yet there are various reasons  
w

hy p
eop

le d
on’t and

 can’t go online. The answ
ers  

w
e heard

 includ
ed

 the fact that som
e p
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le can’t  

afford
 to get online and

 som
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on’t have good
  

connection w
here they live. W

e also heard
 that som

e  
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eop
le are p

ut off going online b
ecause of cyb

erb
ullies  

and
 security fears. W

e listened
 to their aw

areness that 
access is not the sam

e for everyone in the w
orld

.
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What could be done to make  
the lnternet safer? 
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lt ls lmportant for us to  

have our say
  

about the net because we  
use lt the most and  
sometlmes know more  
about lt than adults do!

Engaglng young people ln the  
lnternet Governance Forum

 
ls vltally lmportant. lt ls chlldren and young people who are at the forefront of 
uslng and adoptlng new lnternet technologles, embraclng them ln a way that many adults have 
falled to do.


